[Historical Archives of Italian Nephrology: Sergio Giovannetti (1924-2000): A distinguished representative of the School of Pisa].
Sergio Giovannetti (1924-2000) was one the most outstanding representatives of the Pisa School, which developed in the middle of the '60s thanks to the charismatic action of Gabriele Monasterio (1903-1972). Giovannetti's main contributions to the development of nephrology were as follows: - With Quirino Maggiore he outlined a low-protein diet of high biological value--adopted worldwide for many years--for those patients affected by advanced chronic renal failure. - He investigated the role and importance of uremic toxins (particularly methylguanidine) in renal failure. - He outlined a low-protein diet with low phosphorus supply, supplemented with essential amino acids and ketoanalogues, aiming at reducing the progression of chronic renal failure. Finally Giovannetti helped nephrology working as co-editor (together with Geoffrey M. Berlyne), of the journal 'Nephron' for 27 years. He was also the organizer of the 24 th Congress of the Italian Society of Nephrology in Pisa, in 1993.